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SUMMARY

Digital networks and archives are privileged media for transnational and intercultural dialogue, for the
discovery of a shared memory and of a common present in postcolonial Europe. The aim of this
collaborative project is to create an online multimedia open archive of personal and collective stories
about the connection between European citizens and the African Continent and cultures. These narratives
may arise from memories of the African diaspora, ethnical origins, daily experiences and cultural dialogue.
This dynamic storytelling platform will show the widespread presence of African cultural traits and African
related memories across European societies - the result of colonial and post-colonial history that relate
the two continents. The project will especially address young generations, namely afro-descendant
Europeans and their intercultural identities, for whom the relation to African countries and cultures is most
often that of an indirect remembrance passed on by communities and older generations and also that of

the dominant images and narratives spread over the media landscape.

The engagement in this storytelling process opens-up the opportunity to relate former separated national
contexts and to encourage counter-narratives concerning stereotypes on ethnicity and Afro-descendant
condition. The transnational approach and the discovery of similar stories across various European
countries aim to strengthen the awareness of a European Citizenship, as a status that reaches across
ethnical and cultural diversity and helps to transcend conflicting elements within national identity
narratives. This project also joins the proclamation of the “International Decade For People of African
Descent” (2015-2024) by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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